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the shrines in the Holy Land had developed into
an affair of primary importance, England and
Austria, both of whom regarded their interests as
threatened, were endeavouring to persuade the
obstinate Tsar to abandon his bullying attitude.
The astute Persigny saw in this situation an
opportunity for Napoleon to throw his weight
into the scales and emerge as the preserver of
European peace. The French Fleet was accord-
ingly despatched to Greek waters, and, with this
hint of force to back his diplomacy, Napoleon
ranged himself with England upon the side of the
Sultan against the aggressor. His enemies have
asserted that Napoleon III deliberately engineered
the Crimean War for the sake of prestige and
military glory, and that his conduct only con-
firmed the belief of those who had doubted the
sincerity of his assurance that the Empire meant
peace. There is no evidence in support of this
contention. On the contrary, it would appear
that nothing could be further from the truth.
The war was not to the apparent advantage of
the Emperor ; his hands were fully occupied at
home, popular sentiment was against hostilities,
and the army was unprepared for a campaign.
Moreover, his own conduct belied any bellicose
intention, for although the Russians crossed the
Pruth in July 1853 the French Emperor continued
to make determined efforts for the rest of the year